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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1983
AR . .
Newey—emd I emwe delighted to be here today. Those of you in
the National Association of Evangelicals are known for your
spiritual and humanitarian work -- and I would be especially
remiss if I did not discharge right now one personal debt of
gratitude.
Thank you for your prayers. Nancy and I have felt their
presence many times in many ways. Believe me, for us they have
o F Tae MIGTT Hauss
made all the difference. The other day in the East Room "someone
asked me whether I was aware of all the people out there praying
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evangelical minister and.politician babh—dizd-and-went—teo Heavens%ﬂl

5t. Peter took them in hand to show them their new quarters. He
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would be his. Sefﬁa%u4e%457—ths»99¥$§$§i§é;;;;§% "But how can
T el };bmr'Zrmi ANQL‘AM*M_ Sy a3y

you give me this mansion and onbyta=smaiiipégﬂgggﬁzth&% geod i
y _Aerenan. | .
St. Peter replied, "Ohy—dmn‘t—worrysohels an ewangelicad,

Srens , ae e a,x,wvwmwue&pw_

we 've-got_—plenty—of-themup—hewe.——But you're the first

MB—-‘*—“’\/VM&/’

politician welve—ever=hads" * Koy Xhsua ont
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=r~that—we—aan

-aaside—feonget the ideas and principles that brought us into the

ebstaclaumibesegui : :
YoUR HELP TOKEEP US EVER M(MOFUL OF
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public arena in the first place. The basis of those ideals and
principles is a commitment to freedom and personal liberty, a
commitment that itself is grounded in the much deeper
realization: that freedom prospers only where the blessings of
God are avidly sought and humbly acknowledged. =
The American experiment in democracy rests on this insight;
its discovery was the great triumph of our Founding Fatherswn#ﬂui‘gf}#
o Comm’t "Men who will not be ruled by God will be ruled by tyrants," i
_guﬂdéﬁmpﬂeaazsiid. [Explaining the inalienable rights of men,
Jefferson raﬁ#éﬁid, "The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at
the same time." And it was George Washington who said that "of
all the disposition and habits which lead to political
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports."
And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of American

q.&.XL\.
democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put it eloquent ly romdsen. A _BRad, B
(axr\-a.,ovh"-‘- WMM;M&MWMOW. .
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W LT righteousness did I understand the greatness and genius
of America. @merlca is great because America is good.
ANC 1F — e Amerlcﬁn eases to be good, America will cease to
be great.")

That—is—why I am s® pleased to be here today with the—;ieple
who are ip—thre—business—ef keeping America great by keeping her
good. Only through your work and prayers and those of millions
of others can we hope to survive this perilous century and keep
alive this experiment in liberty, this last best hope of mana.

_eallsd—America.,

I want you to know this Administration is motivated by a
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political philosophy that sees the greatness of America in you,
her people, and in your families, churches, neighborhoods,
communities -- the institutions that foster and nourish values

like concern for others and respect for the rule of law under

God.
Now I don't have to tell you that ewr—pureeist—of this

phistosopbay AR AT LEAST QUT OF STEP W ITIHA
. puts us in opposition toYwhies prevailing attitude of ~ |

suohuq:espﬂ;:heﬂeﬁer well intentioned, axe=desply—seeulasist—and

-
decidedly-dédeerel; their value system is radically different from

MM%{‘M M{f’\-ﬂwa‘ NV
fhar of most Amerlcans. BEtaﬁng-chnyn*scw:znafyday;zgzgicaﬁs:as

wenton=and—ammisc, they have taken upon themselves the job of

eeipg-and superintending m.”j&ﬁ At b ,W
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[*'_ng‘_w:(/t;/
We%%yﬁf;say(ﬁéf%lght our battle in the courtss »xrsay-the
bl admers ——RAnd—3F-ggy The rights of parents and the rights of

family take precedence over those of Washington-based bureaucrats
and social engineers.

But parental notification is really only one example of many
attempts to water down traditional values and even abrogate the
original terms of American democracy.. As—I mentioned—before,
not

politieal—-eonsensus—than—the realization—that Freedom prospers

when religion is vibrant and the rule of law under God
acknowledged. When our Founding Fathers passed the first
amendment they sought to protect churches from Government
interference. They never meant to construct a wall of hostility
between Government and the concept of religious belief itself.

The evidence of this permeates our history and our

government: The Declaration of Independence mentions the Supreme °

Being no less than four times; "In God We Trust" is engraved on
our coinage; the Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a -
"religious" invocation; and the Members of Congress open their
sessions with a prayer. 1I just happen to believe the school
children of the United States are entitled to the same privileges
as Supreme Court Justices and Congressmen. Last year, I sent the
Congress a constitutional amendment to restore prayer to public
schools. This week I am resubmitting that amendment and calling

on the Congress to act speedily to pass it. Let our children

pray.
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’ (:ut in the controversy over the prayer amendment, we sex

once again

that wi}l to power that |has characterized so much of

Foeiat—rhitaegseph hat-tdominated Ameriean

g+—2Mamy Advocates of

4=t g A—t e =3 amna—~e S

so-dalled progressive gducation hoped that the
sghools would become laboratories where school children could be

removed from traditispal influenceg and taught instead the

did excellence and discipline -
i%:;;;é less and—le .

As you all know, there has béen\a rebellion among parents

h*'-'w//e"‘“'d‘ eran
a" Amerivehs sehesl children

and teachers against these lax éd catiogal standards and once

again basic learning is beings indgreasingly stressed in our
schools.
Similarly, the attempt to pijohibit the adknowledgement off-

God in the classroom has come under heavy fire. \ By overwhelmjng

margins, the American people wantl| prayer returned to the
/

classroom and havg/been voting f¢or candidates who support tha

amendment.
Unfortundtely, however, thijs hasn't discpurpged tha small
|lgroup of eXitists on the left who still want ®Q j pose thel
4
E&lue—system*ﬁﬁ“the*vast-ma§- ity of Amerieanss Perhaps some of

you read recently about the Lubbock school case where a judge

actually ruled that it was unconstitutional for a school district

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library
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to give equal treatment to religious and nonreligious student
groups, even when the group meetings weféﬂ%afing the students'
own time. You—-ean—see;—ean‘t—you, how—thefirst—amendment-has
been=steed-omr its—head;—how #4 constitutional provision designed

to promote religious expression has been used to stifle that

expression? _ Amd=vyo an—seey—eant=you,—the—ireny_of—these—wlo

to millions the time-honored right of religious expression in

public places#,
FT=birtrde—you shomid know+had=heth Senators Denton and

Hatfield have proposed legislation in the Congress on the whole

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

gquestion of prohibiting discrimination against religious forms of
student speech. I strongly support that legislation, and, with
your help, I think it's possible we could also get the

constitutional amendment through the Congress this year.

i And : i i . been degpty

-

ghestiogs the right © Fes to have a voice i
establAishing certain/mi e education of ou

children. But, o

t9 make basic flecisions about the curriculum and ™ot be forced

tqQ march in 1qgtitep to thé directive e bureaucrats.

Now in discussing”these instances of ¢he arbitrary

inffposition of libgfal views, we would pe remiss _not to mention a
Supreme Court ¢écision more than a decade ago that)\ quite

l}terally,

ped off the books the statutes of 50 State
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protecting the rights of unborn children. "Abortion on demand"

~ig—A greabomorsi—ewidl-that takes the lives of 1% million unborn

children a year. Human life legislation ending this tragedy will

someday pass the Congress -- and you and I must never rest until
= .

vl ) v
Qo K G Qo furraae Thal Ky asaQionm Sl 2 WWQME
_wawamjwy,mwaw,amﬂﬁ faoTrJeaX

You may remember that when abortion on demand began mang puakwﬂu

Cgtw r‘wl.\’\. .
»\_;xgﬁgﬁéégégkgiéiz warned that the practice would lead to a

decline in respect for human life, that the philosophical

it does.

premises used to justify abortion on demand would ultimately be
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used to justify other attacks on the sacredness of human life,

xR infanticide or mercy killing.//yhea5¢h£3g,waxningsAwese\

6 spaker=many—af=thase—4 Ehe—3-1 =1 DWHM?#M
. TUOIE WARN EVGS
Ge . ==Brt, Kragically enough, tdey proved all too
true: only last year a court i : : ed—an order

PR -
pgemibdtimg the death by starvation of a handicapped infant.
HAVE

whern=that—baby's—death—came—te=+tght, I“directed the Health

and Human Services Department to make clear to every health care
facility in the United States that the Rehabilitation Act of 1373
protects all handicapped persons against discrimination based on
handicaps, including infants. And we have taken the further step
of requiring that each and every recipient of Federal funds who
provides health care services must post and keep posted in a
conspicuous place a notice stating that "discriminatory failure
to feed and care for handicapped infants in this facility is
prohibited by Federal law."

In addition, recent legislation introduced in the Congress

by Representative Henry Hyde not only increases restrictions on
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publicly-financed abortions, it also addresses this whole problem

of infanticide. I urge the Congress to begin hearings ssocw=ea

thisJegis*ation
LthTb
ﬁ; adopt legislation that will protect the rlghé‘E?YﬁTT)children,

including the disabled or handicapped, te—the—xight to-—léfe.

~—and schoot=prayer -- it is eady

/¢ must never forgef” that we now stany

de&cisions INke those -on abortio

O grow discouraged.
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at a turning point, ime when the old liberalism -- decadent

apd dying -- is beding réplaced by a ngW political consensus, a
cpnsensus tha E_to perform its legitimate duties|,

suich as m&i ini i aceNand our national security, b

eavs the—Tpeoe

S}ku auhi-ﬁyML AT R ¢4A&»un~yu.«r ) SUPRVEN I o
Aleng_wi th—this—return to-dimited=—Gevernment, there is a

e a1 0oRe

great spiritual awakening in Americilaud a renewal of the
traditional values that have been the bedrock of America's

goodness and greatness,
T, .
(One recent survey -acE=thousends—of=Mmericans by a Washington

based research council concluded that Americans were far more

religious than the people of other nations; 95 percent of those
surveyed expressed a belief in God and a huge majority believed

the Ten Commandments had real meaning for their llves. -

Another study g A fReri-Can A Mt

v=targe-majorities of average—Ameriean adaltery, 85 pewcemts

; -) (S aard c&Jvh£L§%Jwv45 o Oqiuﬁﬁ#w sznakr,;.ﬂﬁfh
IJ&AM OJKL Ade 4ame¢?§4&J~\ oSselan = Saade CLM%BQ




And this same study showed a deep reverence for the importance of
family ties and religious belief.)

4 I think the items we have discussedrtoday are the
political agenda of the future. Rememder, For the first time the
Congress is openly and seriously debating and dealing with the
prayer and abortion issues =-- that's enormous progress right
there. I repeat: America is in the midst of a spiritual
awakening and a moral renewal. With your biblical keynote, I say
today let "justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a
never failing stream."

Now, obviously, much of this new political and social
consensus I have talked about is based on a positive view of
American history, one that takes pride in our country's

accomplishments and record. But we must never forget am=

the—tiberar—secularists—Waltike-them—weknow that no Government

schemes are going to perfect man; we know that living in this
world means dealing with what philosophers would call the
phenomenology of evil or, as e theologians would put it, the
doctrine of sin.

There is sin, there—is evil in thds world, and we are

enjoined by scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it with all

our might. An&:tbstsi§:E§§E§§:E§£§%gg£§h§u%a&mepéc&Jm:JEGSt

,neve;:ﬁ@;qetqth&tﬁ:iikﬂ:aay.other=££;;;;;;;EE£, @ur Nation, too,

has a legacy of evil with which it must deal.

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library
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¥, the glory of this land has been its capacity for
transcending the moral evils of our past. For example, the long
struggle of minority citizens for equal rights, once a source of
disunity and civil war, is now a point of pride for all
Americans. We must never go back. There is no room for racism,
anti-semitism or other forms of ethnic and racial hatred in this
country. I know you have been horrified, as have I, by the
resurgence of some hate groups preaching bigotry and prejudice.

Todap—Jd—argesaur Use the mighty voice of your pulpits and the

powerful standing of your churches to denounce and isolate these

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

past -- one

.

professional lawlessness it

this trade was spreading murder

and mayhem throughout Soutl Florida.\ Today, through the South

"lorida Task Force head ident Bush, we have a

d by Vice Pre

andle on it. We've fgracked down drug trade in Florida,

s and 1,260 new

nd now we're bringing on 200 new prosecuto

investigators to”extend that task force model\to 12 other regions\

throughout t United States.
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Yes, we are going afte

the drug cartels. But we're not

going to stop theré. Through ew presidential gcommission an

several other/initiatives, we/intend to exposg¢/and prosecute th

e mean to cripple

ure of organized crime i%gself.

their enterprises, dry up their profifs, and put their leaders

3

haVm i
Aol g

But whatever sad episodes exist in our past, any objective
observer must hold a positive view of American history, a history
that has been the story of hopes fulfilled and dreams made into

reality. Especially in this century, America has kept alight the

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

torch of freedom -- not just for ourselves but for millions of
others around the world. And this brings me to my final point

todaya anRa- wA" A —wav—r—ittranother—te

EetweEnI;EE;;;E;gzﬁfiEEETﬁ?BfgggfﬁnaLueLLth%3~-
During my first press conference as President) I pointed out

that as good Marxists-Leninists the Soviet leaders have "openly

and publicly declared that the only morality they recognize isAhaXx
L SN ) ) WM;},D poreQed_AsoreloXiea
whst will further their cause, e

Reanngthevy—resgarve—urmo o

themsedtves—=the righimbo—commitany—crimeyr—to-drie %o SR
:Lkmliu;ﬁbbd.Mﬂmu&cmxAQ¢Aanw®~9m.QMmm¢1Qﬂﬂ?uA;u‘“”“w“QR'é”ﬁQ”i‘4
(=3 VYo & e — Y i —hot—i ." I said that we

would do well to keep this in mind during our negotiations with Thm
_/%W_}I\W AMSs rred ramnlalild R Dre oerubukeirns )Z,j Ao AaT ks
the -Soviebs, : ; <
e o0 ke o B punnl rrensn,
° A ;

that fruncafed my marks and
tha name-calling. Other accou

'of 'diplomacy—te—be that candid about the Sovi
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Now -- putting aside for the moment the fact that te .sews_
pundits and opinion makers are rarely upset when the Soviets say

much worse about us everyday in their press -- I think I should
point out I was only quoting Lenin, arsgiﬁgg—e guiding spirit o
—the=Spwiatl leadewmeh#p, who wrote in 1920: "We repudiate all

| (Uhain T fme ron. et
morality that proceeds from supernatural ideas¥or ideas that are
outside class conceptions. (Morality is entirely subordinate to

the interests of class war. Everything is moral that is

necessary for the annihilation of the old exploiting social order

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

and for uniting the proleteriat.")

I think the refusal of many influential people to accept
this elementary ﬁggzéhgiiato Soviet %éﬁ;ﬁigi illustrates aw
historical reluctance to see totalitarian powers for what they
are. We saw this phenomenon in the 1930's; we see it too often

today, as in many aspects of the nuclear freeze movement. N A Y
”ﬁgQAﬂ» o Aimﬂhk.&nm%ﬂacmmmd»u m»J\/u4}uJa I& Amugdwh,MMMMMAXJ*J*LJ*”deTJMUW\

pL9peft49&s=&&ﬁﬁurﬁﬂnnnﬂF%x~?eace, that it was the West that
refused to use its nuclear monopoly in the forties and fifties
for territorial gain and which now proposes 50-percent cuts in
strategic ballistic missiles and the elimination of an entire

class of land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missiles,-- /and

Eﬁéf it was not_the West that Tntervened b iTitary OXy

Angglay in Ethiopia\in SoQth Yemen Ox gZentral Ameriga; tiat if

wac; nOt tha est that -J'! Afaghani an nnressed Polish

CLF»L4Q Ao )Cb“u_/%auﬂu%g IZAuI war” (e, V“ﬁsj’c; JER RN APV
e ey MMWM MW‘D@"“M MA,Q,Q»«\.\_.\M
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Mﬂrxi=t:ﬁeﬂinishi:i:;ﬁhQ_Eégigﬁﬁéhfhe supremacy of the state, wiss

declared# its omnipotence over individual man, wiwe predictes its

eventual domination of all peoples of the Earth —-- S ey
hisrerans—wili-seewdlore 0. . = the focus of evil in the modern
world. It was C. S. Lewis who in his unforgettable Screwtape

Letters wrote:

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

"The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid

'dens of crime' that Dickens loved to paint. It is not

done even in concentration camps and labor camps -- in

those we see its final result. But it is conceived and

ordered (moved, seconded, carried and minuted) in

clear, carpeted, warmed and well-lighted offices by

quiet men with white collars and cut fingernails and

smooth-shaven cheeks who do not need to raise their

voices."
Because these "quiet men" do not "raise their voices," because
they sometimes speak in soothing tones of brotherhood and peace,
because, like other dictators before them, they are always making
"their final territorial demand," some would have us accept them
at their word and accommodate ourselves to their aggressive
impulses. But, if history teaches anything, it teaches:
simple-minded appeasement or self-delusion about our adversaries
is folly -- it means the betrayal of our past, the squandering of
our freedom.

S0 I urge you to speak out against those who would place the
United States in a position of military inferiority.te—the=soviet

Hmdmn. You know, I have always believed that old Screwtape

reserves his best efforts for those of you in the Church. So in
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your discussions of the nuclear freeze proposals, I urge you to
beware the temptation of pride -- the temptation to blithely
declare yourselves above it all and label both sides equally at
fault, to ignore the facts of history and the aggressive impulses
of an evil empire, to simply call the arms race a giant f

. . /
misunderstanding and thereby remove yourself from the struggle

between right and wrong, good and evil. /

P> 4

I ask you to resist the attempts of those who woul%,have you

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

r‘:-'A'rw’*-"“"\fg)tjjvpport for this Administration's efforts to keep America strong
prods el
and free, amé=be negotiate real and verifiable reductions in the
world's nuclear arsenalsnwu&/muudu1;'4*1*"1m¢*30&¥ S IR EUINVES
While America's military strength is important, let me add
here that I have always maintained that the struggle now going on
for the world will never be decided by bombs or rockets, by
armies or military might. #&r the real crisis we face today is a
spiritual one; at root, it is a test of moral will and faith. -
(Whittaker Chambers, the man whose own religious conversion
made him a "witness" to one of the terrible traumas of our age,
the Hiss Chambers case, wrote that the crisis of the Western
world exists to the degree in which the West is indifferent to
God, the degree to which it collaborates in Communism's attempt
to make man stand alone without God. For Marxism-Leninism is
actually the second oldest faith, he said, first proclaimed in

the Garden of Eden with the words of temptation: "Ye shall be as .?'

gods."
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The Western world can answer this challenge, he wrote, "but
only provided that its faith in God and the freedom he enjoins is
as great as Communism's faith in man.")

I believe we shall rise to this challenge; I believe that
Communism is another sad, bizarre chapter in human history whose
last pages even now are being written. I believe this because
the source of our strength in the quest for human freedom is not
material but spiritual, and, because it knows no limitation, it
must terrify and ultimately triumph over those who would enslave

their fellow man. For, in the words of Isaiah:

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library

"He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no
might, He increased their strength . . . but they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength . . . they shall mount up

with wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary . . .

Thank you and God bless you.




T MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON Y 5 P 75) 9
B

March 4, 1983

FOR: ARAM BAKSHIAN

FROM: RCBERT B. CARLESQN@K_.

MICHAEL M. UHBMANN

SUBJECT: Draft Presidential Remarks to NAE

Since the President is mentioning infanticide and the
Bloomington Baby in this speech, we ought to give a plug for our
new anti-infanticide regulation which Margaret Heckler so
strongly endorsed at her hearings on Wednesday. I have attached
several draft paragraphs for this purpose. Additional small
changes are marked on the draft.

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library
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roger:

These

comments were late and went directly

to Aram Bakshian. (Very short turn-around)
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judy 3/4
ecisive step to bring
ate halt. Beginning two
ed hospital in the land
infant care wards. That
ure to feed and care for
deral law.

jonal telephone number, a

hotline to the Department of Health and Human Services. Anyone
who knows that a handicapped infant is being starved or denied
customary care will be able to phone in. Immediately, three
calls will go out from the hotline operator. First, to the state
child protective agency, to investigate under the state child
abuse and neglect laws. Second, to the regional office of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, to put an
investigator immediately on the case. Third, to the Justice
Department, to be on standby in case legal action is needed to

save the baby's life.

I know that the vast majority of American doctors and nurses
want to care for handicapped children, not kill them. But I have
been disturbed by growing reports that denial of food and
customary medical care is more widespread than many of us
believed possible. Nurses and doctors need a sure and safe way
to report these incidents and save the children. I believe the
HHS hotline is exactly the answer that is needed, to restore
respect for the sanctity of human life in this area.
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Insert B for p. 8

Last week my Administration took a decisive step to bring
infanticide in this country to an immediate halt. Beginning two
weeks from today, every federally assisted hospital in the land
will be required to post a notice in its infant care wards. That
notice will say that discriminatory failure to feed and care for
handicapped infants is a violation of federal law.

The notice will list a toll-free national telephone number, a
hotline to the Department of Health and Human Services. Anyone
who knows that a handicapped infant is being starved or denied
customary care will be able to phone in. Immediately, three
calls will go out from the hotline operator. First, to the state
child protective agency, to investigate under the state child
abuse and neglect laws. Second, to the regional office of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, to put an
investigator immediately on the case. Third, to the Justice

Department, to be on standby in case legal action is needed to
save the baby's 1life.

I know that the vast majority of American doctors and nurses
want to care for handicapped children, not kill them. But I have
been disturbed by growing reports that denial of food and
customary medical care is more widespread than many of us
believed possible. Nurses and doctors need a sure and safe way
to report these incidents and save the children. I believe the
HHS hotline is exactly the answer that is needed, to restore
respect for the sanctity of human life in this area.
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